NATI ONAL TRANSPORTATI ON SAFETY BQOARD

THE EL FARO | NCl DENT OFF THE; NTSB Acci dent No.
COAST OF THE BAHAVAS ON . DCA16MMDO1
OCTOBER 1, 2015 :

| NTERVI EW OF: KVWESI AMOO

Fri day,
Cct ober 9, 2015

Jacksonville, Florida

BEFORE:

M KE KUCHARSKI, NTSB
U. S. Coast @uard

M KE M LLAR, ABS
KEVIN STI TH, TOTE Servi ces

LCOR S U. S Coast Quard

PRESENT ON BEHALF OF THE | NTERVI EVEEE:

G L FELTEL, ESQ , Tanner Bishop

This transcri pt was produced from audi o
provi ded by the National Transportation Safety Board.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

P-ROGCGEEDI-NGS

MR. KUCHARSKI: -- which is a maritine
vessel from Puerto Rican trade from Jacksonville, and
it's a sister ship -- this is the sister ship to the E
Faro. The purpose of our being here is to interview
the chief officer of the El Yunque and to help
determ ne or shed sone |ight on our investigation of
the sinking of the El Faro.

This is not a | egal proceeding. The
gentl eman's nane, the chief officer, is M. Anno. He
has agreed to taping this interview. The tine is
approxi mately 11:35, on Friday the 9th of October. The
way we Will run this interview, it's fairly | oose.
don't want to be too dictatorial on this. Again, we're
| ooking to find probable cause. W have no
enforcenent. W can't put you in jail. W can't
(inaudible) like that. W're here to just try to
determ ne what actually happened.

You al so have the right to a persona
representative, which you have here. W w Il have him
identify hinmself when we go around the room But |
wi |l say the personal representative cannot take part
in any questioning. He can object to the formof the

guestion, but we don't pay any attention to that. It's

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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not a | egal proceeding. But you can consult with him
If you want to take tinme, that's fine, but you only
answer. He will not answer for you. Like |I nentioned
earlier, too, this is clarification. This is not to
trick anybody. It's no wn or |ose type of situation.
It's not litigation. W'I|l shut the tape recorder down
and discuss it, and we'll put you back on the tape.

Maybe you don't understand sonet hi ng.

make sure we know exactly what you said. Let's start
basically with you giving this basic overview of the
operation, |ike we discussed, and the |oad out view

(i naudi bl e) in Jacksonville that basically happens, and
then the round trip back down to Puerto Rico, Saint
Martin, and back here, just an overview. Then we
understand that you spoke to sonebody on the vessel,
one or two people, whatever it was, the EIl Faro. You

wer e headed nort hbound, she was headed sout hbound.

the roomand see if there are specific questions that
ot her people have. |If there is a question on sonething
you said, the reply, if you will, then we'll stop and

| et everybody ask questions about that, so we clear
that away in the very beginning, and there's no

m st ake, okay, (inaudible). M nanme is M ke Kucharski.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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|'"'mthe group chairman for the Qperations group, which
i ncludes cargo, stability, bridge operations
(i naudi bl e) operations, stability, cargo |ayout, |oad
out and everything else. Wuld you tell us who you
are, sir, and spell your nane for us?

MR AMOO. M nane is Kwesi Anpo. It's
spelled K-WE-S-I. That is the first nane. The | ast
name is A-M O O Anpo.

MR, KUCHARSKI : Thank you.

LCOR. I ' ™ Lieutenant Conmmander
_ _ fromthe U S. Coast Guard. | am an

i nspector and naval architect. |'mhere for stability
and structure.

MR. FELTEL: Gl bert Feltel, Tanner Bishop
law firm here as attorney for M. Anvpo.

MR. KUCHARSKI: As his persona
representative?

MR. FELTEL: Personal representative within
(si mul taneous speaki ng) context.

MR MLLAR | M!lar, with ABS.

MR STITH Kevin Stith with TOTE Servi ces.

MR I B VViih the Coast
Guard (i naudible).

MR. KUCHARSKI: M. Anpo, would you go ahead

and tell us your current position, and then tell us

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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about your background in sailing and educati on,
maritime related, and how you canme to your current
posi tion?

MR AMOO Originally, I was born in Ghana.
There | went to Ghana Nautical College. There we have
the British setup. W go to college for one year, and
you serve as a cadet. W had a cadet ship (inaudible)
three years, and | went to live at (inaudible).

At that tinme, the British, we start -- they
didn't have third nmate exam (inaudible), so | canme to
this country (inaudible) in Ghana and Black Star -- it
used to be the Black Star Line (inaudible). Then they
went broke, so (inaudible) and | cane to the United
States, 1991. (Inaudible) Coast Guard, ny license
(inaudible). That's what | was told, that | wasn't a
citizen, so |l couldn't sail (inaudible), so | went
working on the land for sone tine. Wen | becane a
citizen in 1990-91, | cane back

They | ooked into ny docunents and
recommended that | could take the senior mate's exans.
So | went to Norfolk, Tidewater, did sonme studies and
took my senior mate's (inaudible). That's where |
started. After that, | joined the (inaudible) nmy first
ship was here (inaudible) in Jacksonville (inaudible).

In "99, we got in an incident. W were in bad weat her.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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We were | oaded, one (inaudible) the one that proves
(inaudible) is for the plane. The one that pulls the
pl ane (inaudible). It was | oaded approach and broke

| oose in the weather and ran into one of the side tanks
(i naudi bl e) knocked overboard the ship. The conpany

was V-Ships, at that tinme. That's when they let ne go.

| took the fall for that.
MR, KUCHARSKI: |'msorry; what did you
MR AMOO | was asked to | eave at that

time. That was 1999. Then 2001, | got a job here
(inaudible). Since then, | went to (inaudible). I
t hink 2010 | got a (inaudible) so |I've been sailing
(i naudi bl e) on this vessel since 2001.

MR, KUCHARSKI : 2001.

MR AMOO.  Yes.

Puerto Rican Marine in 2001 (i naudible)?

MR, AMOO No, it was the SeaStar.

Li ne (simultaneous speaking) TOTE, yes, canme -- well
(i naudi bl e) SeaStar was (i naudi bl e)

MR. KUCHARSKI: You cane on as chief
(i naudi bl e) ?

MR AMOO No, | cane on as deck mate,

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

say?

MR. KUCHARSKI: WAs this vessel owned by

MR KUCHARSKI: So in 2001, it was TOTE?
MR. AMOO.  Yes, 2002 (inaudible) SeaStar

but |
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had the | ead job, and the guys, they cone back
(1 naudi bl e) deck mate, or sonetinmes (inaudible) and
t hen when the chance cane of (inaudible). But I'm
chief mate since 09:50.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Since?

MR AMOO. (I naudible).

MR, KUCHARSKI: In 20017

MR AMOO. No, in 2010. In 2010, | becane
chief mate, but | started as deck nmate 2001, yes.

MR. KUCHARSKI: So you started sailing on
here as chief mate in 20107

MR, AMOO. 2010, yes.

MR KUCHARSKI : You were pernmanent ?

MR. AMOO. Yes, | will be permanent as deck
mat e (i naudi bl e).

MR. KUCHARSKI: So from 2010 to now, you've
been permanent on here as chief mate?

MR AMOO.  Yes, sir. Yes.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Have you had any ot her rol
on-roll off experience? You said you got your
citizenship in 1990. You were on the Faust from 1990

MR. AMOO.  Yes (sinultaneous speaking) 1991
to 1999, | was on the Faust.

(I naudi bl e).

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR, KUCHARSKI: 2001 through 2010, you were

third mate or second mate, and then 2010 through 2015,

to now, as chief mte?

VR AMOO Yes

MR, KUCHARSKI: Any questions up to there?

So as chief mate, were you pernmanent, SO you were on

vacation for a certain tine?
MR AMOO. Yes, | have ten weeks on,

weeks off, sonetines (inaudible).

ten

MR. KUCHARSKI: Can you now just wal k us

t hrough the basic operations for |oading the ship,
starting fromfirst |ine, when you get into
Jacksonville, and then the operation here, in
Jacksonvill e, and then going out to sea, where you

woul d cl ose your watertight doors, where you would

secure them opening and cl osing of the doors, how that

happened, who you notified? 1|s there a conpany policy

on all this, things like that? Walk us through that

(i naudi bl e) forget sonmething. You may not get it all.
We' || ask some questions, nmaybe conme back to it, okay?
W'll do a round-trip from Jacksonville down

(si mul taneous speaki ng) back here. W can fast-forward

t hrough the San Juan steps, okay?

I"'min charge of the (inaudible) and then we have a

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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(i naudi bl e) because we | oad (inaudible) line to the
mani fol d (i naudi ble) goes to the starboard (inaudible).
When everything is secured, | cone to the gangway and
(1 naudi bl e) check how t he gangway goes down because
here, we are (inaudible) forklift to pull it down

(i naudi ble) that is secured. (Ilnaudible) now we

(i naudi bl e) discharging from behind the house. About
two hours, we wll finish the 19, probably 17 and 16,
and then they will ask nme to bring around the ranp. On
(i naudi bl e) Ro-Ro ship (inaudible) their own ranp that
you lift down and pick it up. This we pull the ranp
fromthe dock to push it to the ship's side, and they
have (inaudible) to put themup and pick it up and nove
it on the ship. Wen that is secure, we will start the
Ro- Ro.

The Ro-Ro gang will cone in, |oosen al
chains or lashings, and the trucks will conme and pul
themoff. (inaudible) we |oad about 30 (inaudible)
containers. | supervise for that to be (inaudible)
runni ng before (inaudible) and they will |oad down on
foredeck (inaudible). W have nunbered them 01 t hrough
010. The one is (inaudible) back and forth, back and
forth, checking there. Because sonetines we
(i naudi bl e) on deck, the main deck, or sonetines they

w Il (inaudible) everything, and they will start at

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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8:00 in the norning, before the ranp cones up on the
deck.

But when we finish in the night, we let go
the ranp. They pull it off the ship (inaudible) secure
the entrance. W start again in the norning. The
rel oad cargo is conpleted. (inaudible) I go around and
check. Sonetinmes we get a (inaudible). | take a break
around, say, 2:00, and I'lIl be in nmy office listening
to a record just in case because soneti nes we get
(inaudible). The office wll call (inaudible) that we
have cargo i ncom ng, special cargo, and that should be
brought in right awmay. So | nmake sure that if the mate
is (inaudible) brought themin. The electrician goes
around to (inaudible) tenperatures of (inaudible) and
that is taken care of (inaudible) so he coordinates
that with them The mate and nyself, we go around,
whenever anything is secured --

MR, KUCHARSKI: Which nmate is that?

MR, AMOO. (I naudible) either the third mate
or second mate.

MR. KUCHARSKI: Third mate or second nate?

MR. AMOO. Yes, sir. They cone 6:00 and
6: 00. For instance, the third mate will cone at 2:00
today, and the second mate will cone (inaudible). The

day mate is going around whenever any hold is

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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conpleted, they will secure the load. (inaudible) |eft
| ast m nute, when we finish (inaudible).

MR KUCHARSKI: The scuttl es?

11

MR. AMOO. Yes, because sonetines, let's say

they finish the floor, the bottom the back, 4D, and
t hen 3D, (inaudible) goes down. They will call you
back, conme and open it, because they left one car
unl ocked, but they didn't wite the nunber, or they
want to verify if that car went to that hold. But as
soon as they get off, | go around, nyself, and check
that everything is secure.

MR. KUCHARSKI: When the red comes up

that's (simultaneous speaking)?

MR AMOO That neans the Ro-Ro is finished.

MR. KUCHARSKI: Ro-Ro is finished.

MR. AMOO. Usual ly, the main deck, the
(i naudi bl e) recorded. They are the last to finish.
They finish, so that pull the ranp, and they wll
finish the back because when the ranp is their way,

t hey cannot | oad (i naudible).

MR, KUCHARSKI: Wth the back you're tal king

about is containers?

MR. AMOO. Yes, containers on top. The ranp

has to get off the ship. They take it off, they put it

away, and then the (inaudible) that's how \Wen that

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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is finished -- | use that as our stowaway search, al so.

MR, KUCHARSKI : Your what?

MR. AMOO. Stowaway search. W do a
stowaway search every port before we depart. So when
one hold is conpleted, we will go through it, check the
cargo, check that everything is (inaudible). Wen we
conme back (inaudible).

MR. KUCHARSKI: When that ranp cones off,
then you check all the Ro-Ro cargo?

MR. AMOO. The Ro-Ro should be done.

MR, KUCHARSKI: |If you have a problemwth
any of the | ashings when they start |oading on, do you
take care of themyourself?

MR. AMOO. What we do is if one (inaudible)
the I ashing (inaudible) that conmes up. They |oad the
back with two chains (inaudible) if that is in and it's
i nboard (inaudi ble) the back, and they roll off
(inaudible). By the sides, fromthe bow comng to the
(inaudible) is one they roll off, we still have two
chains on the side. |If, for sone reason, it doesn't
line up with the (inaudible), then the (inaudible) and
then the front of the (inaudible) also | ashed down, so
we have four, and then two on the back. Then
(i naudi ble) a wench -- we have a wench that is in our

pocket, so if it is one or two that is not (inaudible),

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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you crank it yourself. But if you see (inaudible) that
maybe you are getting nore than that (inaudible) go
back and check everyt hing.

MR KUCHARSKI : You nentioned about if it's
not on the button. If it's on the button --

MR AMOO If it's on the button and it's
the center of the ship, it's secure only by the button

(i naudi bl e) and then the back is (inaudible).

MR, KUCHARSKI: Right now, when you sail, if
it's at the center of the ship -- atrailer is at the
center of the ship, you will only put the chain

| ashi ngs on the back, and on the button (sinultaneous
speaki ng) and there are no other chains on the forward

end?

2

AMOO  No.

2

KUCHARSKI :  Are there any other chains
on there?

MR. AMOO. (I naudible).

MR, KUCHARSKI: There's just the two chains
(simul t aneous speaki ng) ?

MR AMOO. It is secured on the button, then
we use only three chains on the button.

MR, KUCHARSKI: What about if it's outboard?

MR. AMOO. CQutboard, we do put two chains

(inaudible). If it's on the button, two front, two

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com




o o~ wWwN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

14

back, and the button. |If it's not on the button, then
two chains on the (inaudible), and the two chains on

the (inaudible), so it would be four and two.

KUCHARSKI: And it's outboard?

MR. KUCHARSKI: A total of six chains, then?
MR AMOO.  Yes.

MR KUCHARSKI: If it's not on the button.
MR AMOO.  Yes.

MR

MR

AMOO  Yes.

MR, KUCHARSKI: How about if it's inboard
and it's not on the button, just (sinultaneous
speaki ng) ?

MR AMOO. If it's inboard, so long as it's
not in the button, it's (inaudible) six chains.

MR. KUCHARSKI : Si x?

MR AMOO.  Yes.

MR. KUCHARSKI: Wien it's not on the button,
i nboar d/ out board, six chains?

MR, AMOO.  Yes (i naudible) yes.

MR. KUCHARSKI: (Ckay, please go on. Let ne
stop. I'msorry. Gents, any questions there?

MR B Vith the Coast --
' msorry, go ahead.

PARTI Cl PANT: (I naudi bl e) .

PARTI CI PANT:  For right now, yes.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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PARTI CI PANT: Okay, 1'Ill just (inaudible).
M I ™is s vVth the
Coast Guard. | think |I understood you right. |If
you're not using the button, six chains. |[If you're

using the button, just the button, and then three
chains in the back, is that right?

MR, AMOO. Two right in back.

MR I Tw at the back?

MR. AMOO.  Yes, sir.

M I \Ven you're using the button
with the roll lock, the roll lock, itself, is also --

MR AMOO. Yes, if it's outboard and the
(simul taneous speaking) yes, if it's outboard, you have
(i naudi ble) and the roll lock is secured on the button.

MR | Thank you.

(Si mul t aneous speaki ng.)

MR AMOO. It's all secured -- one hour
before we go, we test gears, so the (inaudible).

MR, KUCHARSKI: Set up the | adder
(si mul taneous speaki ng).

MR. AMOO.  Yes (inaudible) for the power
(i naudi bl e).

MR. KUCHARSKI: \What are the drafts at
departure, approxi mately?

MR. AMOO. 27 (inaudible) to then maybe 32,

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com




© 00 N oo o B~ wWw N P

N N NN NN P P P PR R R R e
g ~ W N P O © 0 N o o »~A W N P O

16

32. 6.

MR. KUCHARSKI: \What about the contai ner
operation now? Wat kind of checks are nmade there?

MR. AMOO  The containers, there are tw st
| ocks. The manual tw st |ocks and a button, the base.
When it sits down, the tw st |ocks are |ocked in, and
then two contai ner sets have rods (inaudible) and then
one. So we have two container, and then the third one
goes (inaudible) the mddle, everything is | ocked by
the twist lock (inaudible) and the top ones have the
automatic (inaudible). Wen each (inaudible) is
conpleted, | walk through it, and then doubl e check
that all the twist |ocks are all secured, |ocked in
their | ocking position.

MR. KUCHARSKI: So |et ne understand this.
Sorry to stop you. The outboard, then, use the rods,

t he out board --

MR. AMOO  Yes, the outboards use the rod.

MR. KUCHARSKI: In addition to the tw st
| ocks?

MR, AMOO  Yes, on the days when it's
conpleted, the two sets of contai ners have rods.

MR. KUCHARSKI: The two containers on the
port side, that row, and two (sinultaneous speaking)?

MR AMOO Yes, one's here, two there

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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(i naudi bl e) have rods and the (i naudible)26: 04.
MR. KUCHARSKI : How many contai ners across

can you run on the deck?

MR AMOO (I naudible).

MR KUCHARSKI: 127

MR AMOO.  Yes.

MR. KUCHARSKI: On the afterdeck?

MR AMOO. Yes, inthe main -- yes, in the
af terdeck, and then going up to the bow (inaudible).
Each bay has secured rods, and then --

MR. KUCHARSKI: Who checks those? Do you
check those rods?

MR AMOO. | check them Wen we sail, say
tonorrow norning, when | get off at 8:00, | do rounds

(i naudi bl e), check everything.
MR, KUCHARSKI: So you make your rounds in
the norning after you | eave?
MR. AMOO. After we leave -- while they are
| oadi ng, |

do the checks, spot checks. Bay 15 is

finished. | see (inaudible). | wait (inaudible)
finish, then | go around, and then check all that

before we sail. One hour before (inaudible) then I'1I

go down and check (i naud

i ble) the dock. | take ny

(i naudi bl e) down there, and then (inaudible).
MR, KUCHARSKI: How do you check the
Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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containers, the twist locks up at the top, the
different |evels?

MR. AMOO. By vision

MR. KUCHARSKI: You can see if they're

| ocked or not?

flashlight, you see it if it's not locked, if it's not
screwed on. | believe the (inaudible) there's a |ight
on top. If it's not sitting properly and there is a
(inaudible) that is sitting in. |If it's not
(i naudi bl e).

MR KUCHARSKI: If that's not |ocked, can

you lock it at sea yourself?

we have S-type hook on the (inaudible) the bars you can
(i naudi bl e) there has not been any need to do that, but
you can turn it, twist it, and then pull it back to
lock. It could be done.

MR, KUCHARSKI: In all your five years of
sai ling (inaudible) here, have you ever had a problem
wWth the twi st |ocks or any problem w thin that
security?

MR, AMOO. No. Usually, the other four
(i naudi bl e).

MR, KUCHARSKI : How about (sinultaneous

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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speaki ng) ?

MR. AMOO. What |'ve heard is sonetines
w Il not release, then soneone will go around and take
the one on the side so that it cones down on the
container (inaudible) so that it can rel ease
(i naudi bl e).

PARTI CI PANT: So it |ocked, secure, but
woul d not unl ock?

MR. AMOO. Yes, exactly.

it

It

MR. KUCHARSKI: Have you had any probl ens

with the | ashings, where they had to -- you had to put
on extra lashings, or they didn't lash it properly when
you left here?

MR. AMOO.  No.

19

MR. KUCHARSKI: So in the whole five years,

you' ve never had --

MR AMOO. No. One thing we found was to

put nore | ashing (inaudible) two or three bays forward
(i naudi bl e) instead of two (inaudible) everything
shoul d be | ashed (inaudible) all containers have to be

(i naudi bl e).

MR. KUCHARSKI: When you have to be | ashed,

you' re tal ki ng about (sinultaneous speaking)?

have to have a rod and (i naudi bl e).

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR, KUCHARSKI: Wuld you say that is a
heavy weat her type thing?

MR. AMOO. Yes, heavy weat her scenari o.
When you expect that, sonething |like that, then --

MR, KUCHARSKI: Do they have a separate
heavy weat her profile for |ashings, as opposed to a
normal weather profile for |ashings, securing
(si mul t aneous speaki ng) ?

MR. AMOO. Yes, securing everywhere
(i naudi bl e) we add nore chains. Say from nose of the
shi p, second deck, everything to the (inaudible) every
contai ner (inaudible) on a twi st |ock (inaudible) every
contai ner wll have the chain.

(Si mul t aneous speaki ng.)

MR. AMOO. Back and forth, back and forth

MR. KUCHARSKI: Do the | ongshore do that?

MR. AMOO. Yes, the | ongshorenen do that.

-- the extra lashings on the vehicles? Do the
stevedores and the | ongshorenmen do that for wintertine
or heavy weather, or are you the ones that actually --

MR. AMOO. No, they do, stevedore.

MR. KUCHARSKI : The stevedores?

MR. AMOO. Yes, once it's wintertine

(inaudible) it's wnter lashing, so they will do

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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everything (inaudible).

MR. KUCHARSKI: Just so I'mclear in my mnd
on the containers -- we'll go |ook at them but | just
understand -- it's a bar, and then it's turnbuckl es?

MR, AMOO.  Tur nbuckl es, yes, bars and
t urnbuckl es, and it's across.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Any questions there, gents?

MR MLLAR Is there a manual that you can
refer to for the lashing arrangenents?

MR. AMOO. Yes, we have a securing manual

MR. M LLAR Cargo securing manual ?

MR AMOO.  Yes.

MR. M LLAR  That covers containers and the
roll on-roll off stuff?

MR AMOO.  Yes.

MR. KUCHARSKI: Pl ease identify yourself,

t oo, so (sinultaneous speaking).

MR MLLAR Onh, sorry. This is Mke MIlar

w th ABS.
MR. KUCHARSKI : Thank you.
MR. M LLAR Thanks again, captain
PARTI Cl PANT:  (sinul taneous speaki ng)
question, and then I'Il do ny question.

MR KUCHARSKI: Hold on. Now | want to

follow on just on that one there, on Mke MIlar. This

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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is Mke Kucharski. The securing nmanual, does it have
heavy weather in there, and then normal weather? Do
you recollect, is there a difference between the two?
MR AMOO. | have to check that because --
MR, KUCHARSKI: We'll get a copy, yes.
MR. AMOO. Yes, | do it (inaudible) unless
there's sonethi ng heavy nore than normal (inaudible)
comng, then | will go and -- but aside fromthat, then

| don't go to the book (inaudible).

LCOR. I Li cutenant Conmmander
_ U S. Coast Guard. Just as far as a

guestion goes, also a run-on of this cargo securing
manual , one thing | was wondering is when you go

t hrough the | oadi ng process, obviously you're dealing
with cargos of different weights and densities and so
forth. Does your cargo securing nmanual specify which
| ashi ng/ riggi ng conponent to use in specific cases,
depending on the size of the | oad?

MR. AMOO. Yes, there's sonething in there,
but we | oad nostly about the sane weight. There's no
-- if it's (inaudible) it's about the sane, but yes,
|"msure there's sonething like that. | have to | ook
| f any special thing is comng, | would want to check

it and see (inaudible).

LCOR. I Vould you al so renenber

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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if it gets specific enough to tell you breaking
strengths or safe working | oads on the conponents?

MR AMOO. Yes, it's in there. Everything
will be in there.

MR. KUCHARSKI: This is Mke Kucharski. To
follow up on the commander there, his question, the
| ashings that you use for the trailers and the cars,
woul d you expl ain what they are, and do you know what
size they are? Gve ne an approximte size and
breaki ng strength. Are you using the sane type of
| ashi ng (sinmultaneous speaking)?

MR. AMOO. Yes, the sane type of chain and
t ur nbuckl es, al so.

MR. KUCHARSKI: That's standard? They're
all the sanme?

MR. AMOO. Yes, they are all the sanme. The
cars have car straps (sinultaneous speaking).

MR, KUCHARSKI : Straps?

MR. AMOO. They have car straps.

MR. KUCHARSKI: They're all the sane, pretty
much?

MR. AMOO. Yes, they are all the sane.
There are different types, but they are all the sane
i dea.

MR MLLAR This is Mke MIlar with ABS.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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Since you've had a | ot of experience sailing on this
shi p, goi ng sout hbound (i naudi bl e) northbound runs,
have you ever -- | understand that all the cargo is
pretty nmuch | ashed by the stevedores and the crew --
the deck officers check and verify that the |ashings

are secure prior to departure. Have you ever had a

there's (inaudible). Sonetines they |oad |ast-m nut

(i naudi bl ) which rmay be heavier than normal, so

Stith, with TOTE Services. 1In your time here on the

Yunque as third mate, second mate, or chief mate --

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

need to re-lash cargo? Did it break free? Do you
al ways carry extra | ashings?

MR, AMOO. Yes, we do always have extra
| ashing. Sonetinmes, although we may have ei ght | ashes
onit, I feel that | need to add nore, on ny Saturday
norning rounds, |'Il add a couple, especially when

e
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(i naudi bl e) a good eight on it, and in the norning,
| feel that (inaudible) or sonething (sinultaneous
speaki ng) .

MR. M LLAR Have you had any of the
| ashi ngs break whil e underway?

MR, AMOO. No, not ny sailing. | think they
have sone sone tinme ago, when they went (i naudible)
t hat sonet hi ng br oke.

MR STITH |'ve got a question. Ke

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
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you can take a mnute to think about it -- can you just
descri be maybe the worst weather situation that you' ve

been in while on board the ship?

25

MR. KUCHARSKI: |'mgoing to stop you there.

Just let him on track, finish up.

MR STITH | was going to ask about the
car go.

MR. KUCHARSKI : Ckay.

MR. STITH And how that affected the
| ashing gear, if it had an effect on the | ashing gear?

MR, AMOO. Yes, we've been through sone
rolling and pitching sonetines.

(Switch to audio 3 10.9 Kwesi Anpo CM Part
2-1135-1248.)

When we get into that -- let's say we sai
here, and in the norning, it starts pitching, 1'Il get
my (inaudible), and then we go around, everybody, and
we start frombow to stern, check everything, tighten
everything. The mate -- when the second nate cones
out, we also do that.

MR. STITH Kevin Stith, TOTE Servi ces.
Let's say you get (inaudible) weather, and you have to
check the | ashing gear and naybe tighten up a few
t urnbuckl es, as far as the nain deck, the containers,

have you had any problens with turnbuckles on

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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containers working free, or lashing rods or anything of
t hat nature?

MR AMOO. No, |'ve never cone across
anyt hi ng broken, but with the rolling, sonetines you
can get a rod that is not as tight as is standard, so
we have (simnultaneous speaking).

MR STITH  Very good. Kevin Stith again.
Have you ever had any problens with the roll |ock boxes
shifting or comng | oose?

MR. AMOO. No. Actually as far as shifting,
no.

MR STITH kay, so as far as you know, if
t hey' ve been | ocked in (sinultaneous speaking).

MR AMOO Yes, if it's locked in because
what | do is sonetines, if I"mby there and | see how
the guys -- and 1'll take the hamrer fromhim and then
show himhow to bang it tight, so that it's | ocked
(si mul taneous speaki ng).

MR STITH  Ckay, very good.

M I "isis I Viih the
Coast Guard. Wen you were asked about the heavy
weat her | ashings and paraneters, you nentioned w nter.
Do you also -- does it also include hurricane season?

MR. AMOO. Yes, because we always -- the

captain, before we sail, he would have seen that

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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there's sonmething comng in, and he would call -- the
captain knew that's what -- captain mght call and say
make sure that everything is |ashed properly because we
are expecting --

M B Sc it's not limted to winter
only or seasons --

MR AMOO.  No.

M I - there might be other
(si mul t aneous speaki ng) ?

MR AMOO. No, this is not the season. Yes,
for instance, the captain, he was on here and he
alerted us that he's watching there, so keep an eye on
everything before we sail. [1'll let the stevedore
supervi sor know that this is how !l want it, and they do
secure it.

MR I Cay.

MR, AMOO. Normally, captain (inaudible)
conme on it and say ship mate, this is what's going on.
It's not limted to only one season.

M I Ferfect, thank you.

MR AMOO. If we anticipate it, we are
proactive.

MR Thank you.

MR. KUCHARSKI: This is M ke Kucharski .

Com ng back to that question, normally, this tine of

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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year, you wouldn't do the extra |lashings or the extra
rods because it's not winter yet. Wen does w nter

profile actually start?

end of Cctober.

MR KUCHARSKI: The end of October?

doi ng that.

MR, KUCHARSKI: So then they woul d
automatically put the extra rods and the extra chains
on?

MR. AMOO. Yes, exactly.

they do their summer profile or whatever it's called,
you can do extra if you ask or the captain asks?

MR AMOO.  Yes.

MR. KUCHARSKI: And the stevedore, then,
will let the Portus know? 1Is that the Portus Conpany?

MR. AMOO. Yes, he has Portus. Sonetines
the (inaudible) will tell themeven before | ask
(inaudible). He wll go ahead and say | ook, this is
(i naudi bl e) and they go ahead and do it.

MR, KUCHARSKI : Thank you. Anynore
guestions on that?

PARTI| Cl PANT: Not on that.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR. AMOO. Yes, say about Decenber we start
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MR, KUCHARSKI: But anytinme outside of that,
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MR, KUCHARSKI: You have left port. You
| eave port usually in the evening sonetinme?
MR AMOO.  Yes.
KUCHARSKI :  And then the next norning --

AMOO  (Si nmul t aneous speaki ng) 2000.

2 33

KUCHARSKI : 2000, is that fromthe dock

MR. AMOO. Yes, fromthe dock. By
2200- 2300, they pilot us off, and then we (inaudible).

MR. KUCHARSKI : How about -- sorry, this is
M ke Kucharski again. How about stability? How do you
do stability? How does that work?

MR AMOO. Stability, | have the sane
program that Don Matthews have, the --

MR. KUCHARSKI :  Who?

MR. AMOO. The stevedore.

MR. KUCHARSKI: Don Matthews?

MR. AMOO. Yes, he has the sane (inaudible).

He puts in the nunbers, and then before we sail, he
brings out -- he has a disk -- thunmb drive, and then
the paperwork. Wien | get it, I plug it in, |ook at

t he paperwork and the nunbers that everything matches,
check everything, and then check the ballast, what we
have, and the GM and everything is good, and | wl|

print it out and show it to captain, and he will check,

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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and then both of sign and file it.
MR. KUCHARSKI: This stability, is there a

programthat you use for that?

MR AMOO.  Yes.

MR. KUCHARSKI: What is that?

MR. AMOO.  Car goMax.

MR KUCHARSKI : Car goMax?

MR, AMOO. Yes, CargoMax.

MR, KUCHARSKI: If | understand correctly --

this is Mke Kucharski talking -- you get this fromthe
stevedore, usually Don Matthews, but the stevedore, and
the thunb drive with the stability onit, this is
before you even start the cargo, they give you pre-stow
i nformati on?

MR. AMOO. Before the cargo, soneone w ||
send the pre-stow, yes. Then we look at it. Sonetines
there they will ask ne chief, this is what we are going
to have (inaudible) maybe this (inaudible) and if you
are confortable (inaudible) look at it and say okay,
that's too nmuch, maybe five feet is too nuch or seven
feet is too nuch --

MR. KUCHARSKI: Drag (sinultaneous speaking)
drag?

MR. AMOO. Yes, drag. W let themto change

what ever they want to change to our satisfaction before

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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the final (inaudible).

MR. KUCHARSKI: You actually get the
pre-stow plan for Jacksonville, you get it San Juan?

MR AMOO. In San Juan, but nost of the
mer chants, they wouldn't (inaudible). Before they ask
me about ballast and what to punp out or what to punp
in, he will say let's go, say, 100 tons here, 100 tons
there, or 50 tons here, 50 tons there to start with, so
that way you don't get caught, and then say wait
(it naudible) at lunchtine | will talk to you because |'m
going to put in the nunbers now. Then if you are going
to maintain the ballast as is (inaudible), and then
they will call ne back that we have to punp sone nore
wat er (i naudi bl e).

MR, KUCHARSKI: Back to San Juan, you
menti oned about the thunb drive. This is M ke
Kucharski again. You're actually getting sone kind of
an --

MR AMOO Yes, we have --

drive in San Juan?
MR AMOO.  Yes, both of them
MR. KUCHARSKI: Both in San Juan?
MR AMOO. Yes, we have one here and one

there. Soneone, they will send it via email, then |

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR. KUCHARSKI: -- email, or you get a thunb
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will open it, ook through it, print it, showit to
captain. If we need to do any changes, we agree on
sonet hing, and then we call them back, too.

MR. KUCHARSKI : Then when you get into
Jacksonville, then, you' re given another thunb drive?

MR AMOO. Yes. | have two thunb drives in
my office. Wen Don Matthews cones, he picks up the
thunb drive, take it with him \Wen everything is
done, he loads the final one on it, so (inaudible)
1157, he'll bring it. 1'Il plug it in, open ny
program and then | ook at the nunbers, as to what they
have on the paper, ten containers, so much (inaudible)
and then check everything that everything is in |ine,
and then (inaudible).

MR KUCHARSKI: I'ma little bit -- this is
M ke Kucharski. I'ma little bit confused. You get
sonething in San Juan. You check it. Wen you get
back, you first conme into Jacksonville, does he give
you another one wth the cal culations or no?

MR AMOO. No. It's just the final one that
| get.

MR KUCHARSKI: Final, and that's an hour
before sailing or so?

MR AMOO. Yes, around that, the final | oad

stability on the thunb drive, that's what we get,

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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what ever is | oaded, the actual --

MR. KUCHARSKI: Do you find many changes
made fromthe pre-stow in San Juan? There's roughly
two days to get back up here. Do they nake any
changes?

MR AMOO  Ckay, there's a confusion.
Everything is separate. San Juan, when we get there,
they know -- it's nostly enpty and few, maybe
(tnaudible). She will send a pre-stow, the San Juan
(tnaudible). This is what we are going to | oad, but
the enpties may be 400 or 500 enpties and ten
(1 naudi bl e) | oaded, 20 (inaudible) or whatever it is,
seven cars. Once we get that, then we ook at it. |
will showit to captain. Captain can also open it on
his conmputer, and then alert ne that these guys, they
have seven (inaudible). So I'll call them back, issue
changes.

MR. KUCHARSKI: But those are in San Juan?

MR AMOO That's in San Juan

MR, KUCHARSKI: [I'mjust interested in,
guess, what happens for this |load out in Jacksonville.
You get the pre-stow for Jacksonville in San Juan?

MR AMOO No, pre-stow, | don't get
pre-stow in Jacksonville. | only get pre-stowin San

Juan.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR, KUCHARSKI: Ckay, but the pre-stow for
Jacksonville, you don't get it -- when do you get the
pre-stow for Jacksonville?

MR. AMOO. The pre-stow, Don Matthews has
it. He puts the final ones in here, but he corrects ny
thunb drive -- he doesn't send -- if he has any
concerns, that's when you call captain that --

MR STITH This is Kevin Stith with TOTE
Ser vi ces.

MR. KUCHARSKI: | can't have you explain for
hi m

MR STITH [I'mnot. 1'mgoing to ask hima
question. So in Jacksonville, you do not receive a
pre-stow, is that correct?

MR. AMOO. No, | do not.

MR. KUCHARSKI: When do you first see the
stow plan -- this is Mke Kucharski -- for -- and the
stability -- when do you first see the stow plan and
the stability for Jacksonville?

MR. AMOO. When | get the thunb drive.

MR, KUCHARSKI: When do you get the thunb
drive?

MR. AMOO. About an hour, also, to --

MR. KUCHARSKI: So you see no stability for

the vessel based on the load or the full cargo | ayout

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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of what you have until an hour before --

MR AMOO  Yes, but it's discussed. W
tal k. He has, on his conputer -- what we are going to
load is on his conmputer as the cargo cones in. He wl]l
call nme and tell ne, based on his pre-stow, as you punp
out ballast -- we have the nunbers (inaudible) down to,
say, 100 tons. | want it to so nmany tons. He has the
pre-stow, and that's when he lets ne know what tanks to
punp out or |eave as is.

MR. KUCHARSKI: This Don Matthews you're
tal king about, is he an operations manager? Wat is
he?

MR. AMOO. Yes, nore or less, he |oads the
ship. He's the rank -- that position, | don't know
what that (inaudible). He's nore or less the
(i naudi bl e).

MR, KUCHARSKI : Questions?

LCOR. I Sure. Lieutenant
Commander | from the Coast Guard. Just a

couple things. Do you have a Sherman Stability Bookl et
that you follow for the transit? | know you have
Car goMax software, but do you have a bookl et?

MR. AMOO. (i naudible).

LCOR. I A'c you aware of whether

your CargoMax follows the conditions required by the

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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Sherman Stability Booklet?

MR AMOO  Yes, it does.

LCOR. I \Vhat is your trim
limtation that you' ve been using?

MR AMOO  What do you nean?

LCOR. | You vwere saying you're
eval uating |l oad conditions versus trimand GM and
things like that. Do you know what it is that you're
typically | ooking for, where you're going to cross that
l[ine and it's too nuch trim too little trin? |Is there
any limts you're aware of ? Do you know where to | ook
if you needed to find that out?

MR AMOO Yes, that should be in the trim
stability -- basically, what we have on the CargoMax
tells us what the limts are, and it will showin red

if you exceed the capacity of the ship. One, the

nunbers are plugged in, and it will imediately alert
you that you are exceeding. |If you punp out this tank,
or you take out that cargo, you can -- you get a black

(inaudible) the limtation is on the program itself.
LCOR I So typically, your
process is to get the potential |oad conditions via the
stick, put it into the CargoMax, and basically make a
determ nation via the programas to whether it neets

the correct stability criteria?

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com




o o~ W DN P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

37

MR. AMOO. Yes, basically that's -- we know
how many containers the ship will carry. So they get
t he booki ngs, and they know Bay 1 can only carry 14
containers. That will be (inaudible). Everything is
brought in there, and it's weekly basis, nore or |ess.
That's nore |ike a routine. You are not going to | oad
a 40-ton container to (inaudible). Once he gets -- he
knows how many containers we are (inaudible). He plugs
themin, and then if we punp out, say, (inaudible) this
is howit's going to ook Iike. If we punp it to 150
tons, this is howit's going to | ook Iike. For
i nstance, we have seven tanks of fructose that we | oad
(i naudi ble). Those are nore or |ess ballast tanks.
Soneti mes we get seven fully | oaded, sonetines five,
sonetinmes four, sonetines three. If we are going to
| ose four tanks forward, then we increase our
(i naudi bl e) to suppl enent that.

LCOR. | T'hat nakes sense. A few
more questions. Lieutenant Commander | sti!'!
following up. |Is this happening often that you're
getting these load conditions that are failing when you
put theminto the conputer, your stability criteria?

MR. AMOO. No, we haven't -- | haven't
pl ugged i n any nunbers that we see any deficiency or

failing -- the stability's going to fail because of
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(i naudi bl e) never happened since |'ve been chief nmate.

LCOR. I You had nentioned that
there are tines that you have to adjust ballast due to
the |l oads. Wiy woul d you adjust the ballast?

MR AMOO. | didn't say that.

LCOR. I Ckay, please explain.

MR AMOO. What | said was if he knows that
we are going to | oad, say, seven tanks of fructose,
whi ch we consider nore or less |ike ballast, then we
consi der either enptying our ballast tanks, if we are
going to get less -- so that is the (inaudible).

Normally -- let's say, for instance, this trip we are
havi ng seven tanks. |If we have the seven tanks, then
150 or 100 each (inaudible). It doesn't fail before we
adjust it.

LCOR. B ©But you're referring to
fructose tanks as ballast tanks, not actually talking
about the ballast tanks?

MR, AMOO. The point | was trying to nmake is
t hat because they are liquid, fluid, and where they are
| ocated, it's considered nore or |less |ike a ball ast
tank. If you are putting all -- you are filling all of
that, it's like filling -- so you don't need water to
support the (inaudible) so you punp out the ball ast

that we had. But if we are getting |less of that, then
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we can (inaudible). It's sonething that we' ve done.
We know we are getting four this tinme --

PARTI CI PANT: (I naudi bl e).

MR AMOO. W're getting four this tinme, so
we have to get so nuch ballast. W are getting nore,

| ess bal | ast.

LCOR. I A so your tank --
Commander | 20ain -- partially filled tanks,

do you ever partially fill fuel or ballast tanks, or do
you always have themenpty or full? Wat's your rule
of thunb on that?

MR AMOO. It depends. [It's not --

LCOR. I 'ow woul d CargoMax take
care of that for you?

MR. AMOO. Yes, the free surface is built in
the program |If the tank holds 200, and you put 100
(i naudi ble) to show red because of the free surface.

I f you need to punp it out and have (i naudi bl e)
everything, it will show.

LCOR. I ' mnot trying to get too
conplicated, but it does calculate free surface. |
understand. But |'m asking do you have any conditions
in your Sherman Stability Booklet that require your
tanks to not be partially filled? Are there any -- you

cannot have a pair of ballast tanks partially filled or
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anything like that? Do you know of any conditions |ike
that that you have to obey at all tines, that
regardl ess of the free surface cal culation in CargoMax,
you just have to know?

MR AMOO.  No.

LCOR. I So there's no rules like
that in your Sherman Stability Booklet? Okay. The
ot her question, then, is do you have any
cross-connected tanks that allow free flow from port to
st ar boar d?

MR. AMOO. No, we don't. W don't have them
on the ship.

LCOR. I T'hank you.

MR MLLAR Mke MIllar, ABS. (inaudible)
your final stow plan on the thunb drive from M.
Mat t hews, do you plug it into the conputer, and then
you (i naudi ble) what do you have to enter at that
point? You enter your ballast and fuel conditions?

MR, AMOO. No. Everything is given to him

The chief engineer -- right now, |1've got it conplete.
The chief engineer will send the departure fuel nunbers
to him

MR MLLAR Ckay, so you're actually
getting -- everything is being entered?

MR. AMOO. Yes, everything is entered. |
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verify that all the nunbers that are entered are
correct, as what | have.

MR. MLLAR In other words, the ball ast
information's already been put in --

MR. AMOO. Everything is put in.

MR MLLAR -- and you're just verifying?

MR. AMOO. Exactly.

MR. MLLAR  Wien that's done, does it show
green or -- red if it's a failure or green if it's
good?

MR AMOO. It does, yes.

MR MLLAR So if there's a problemwth
trim or there's a problemwith G or we've got a
problemw th another factor within the CargoMax
software, it's going to alert you on a printout?

MR AMOO. Exactly.

MR MLLAR  Ckay.

MR AMOO. Not even the printout. It will
show on the screen that the 50 tons you put here wl|
give you red. If you take it out or put it here, you
have a good stability. That is done, everything
satisfied, before even it's printed out (inaudible).

MR MLLAR Al right. Once you print it
out, you take it to the captain, then he reviews it?

VMR AMOO Yes.
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I n other words, does the CargoMax output, verified by
the chief mate and the captain, at that point, is that
comuni cat ed sonehow shoreside, or do the records --
you keep records onboard? How does the paper trai

end?

his printout. Then when | load it in my conputer,

| ook at every nunber with the paperwork that | received
for how many containers were |oaded in Bay 1, the
tonnage, check them on the CargoMax, nmake sure that al

t he nunbers are correct, check the ballast that | gave
him Everything, all the nunbers, and then |I print it
out. | print three copies, and then give to captain.
Captain wll sign. He will verify it, and I'Il sign.
Then | will file nmy copy, so |l have it on ny file in a

certain conputer. Don has the --

him But his nunbers are in the office, so he should
have whatever we had on the ship on his conputer in the
office. That's how -- but I"mnot sure if that is sent

to the conpany or not. But |I'msure (inaudible).

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR MLLAR Are those records sent ashore?

MR, AMOO. (kay, when Don cones out, he has

MR. M LLAR Do you give himback the thunb
drive?

MR AMOO. No, he has -- no the thunb drive,
"Il keep it through next week, then | wll give it to

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com




o o~ wWwN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

43

MR. MLLAR In the process of doing your
review -- and |'msure you' ve done many now -- have you
ever had to adjust ballast at that point? Wen do you
take your draft mark readings for verification? Do you
take it after you' ve reviewed the printout, or do you
take your draft readi ngs beforehand, and do you end up
having to adjust the figures, at that point?

MR AMOO. No, | take the draft mark before
| viewthe -- and see if it matches, or what | receive
and what is (inaudible).

MR MLLAR |'ll go back to the earlier
question. This is Mke MIlar, again, with ABS. In
t he process of doing those checks, have you had to add
or take away ball ast or adjust ballast on the vessel
before getting that final to the captain for signature?

MR, AMOO.  No.

MR STITH  Kwesi, Kevin Stith with TOTE
Services. Do you know if the captain keeps a copy of
the stability after you' re done with it?

MR. AMOO. Every captain's different. But I

have a folder in mne. | have a folder in ny --
usually I make three copies. | give to the captain, he
signs them | have one in ny office, and the unsigned
one, | have another folder in the wheel house that, just

in case, in energency, sonebody wants to (inaudible)
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conme into ny office and grab it, | put it there.
know of you were picking one, and then captain
(si mul t aneous speaki ng).

MR. STITH  Ckay, that answers ny question.
Do you also -- can you just kind of generally say how
t he observed drafts conpare to the calculated drafts?
Are they usually close or far apart?

MR. AMOO. Very close. Usually on ny
stability printout, | wite actual -- the actual as
conpared to the CargoMax calculation. 1'Il wite the
actual, draft, and then fromthere, because it's a ful
| oad, | take the mdship drafts, so | have nmean of both

of them and then | will take the stability, so the

(inaudible) I will check on ny chart. | wll have al
the three (inaudible) if we are safe to sail, we wll
see that because (inaudible) wll give ne, say,

30. 0658, and then we are nostly under. Everything is
witten on there, and then captain will see it, review
the GM and the (inaudible).

MR. STITH. | have one |ast question.
Earlier, | think you nentioned that sonetines the
captain will say there was too nmuch |ist or maybe too
much drag. As far as the drag concern, do you know,
was that because -- he was concerned because of

stability reasons, or nore of operational reasons, or
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you can't say?

MR AMOO. | can't be specific because on ny
(inaudible). W realized that when it's al nost flat,
the ship will nake maxi num speed. (inaudible). Wen
this captain cones, he wants (inaudible). Sone captain
cones, he wants (inaudible) alnost flat, so that it --
it depends on -- but so long as it's within the
paranmeters -- so long as the ship is stable and safe,
different nasters have their own preferences. Sone
captai ns want big drag. Sone captains (inaudible) 100
percent (inaudible). Sonetinmes they want .5
(i naudi ble) it depends on the captain's preference.

MR STITH That's good. That's it.

LCDR. _ | have one nore, sir.
Thi s i s Lieutenant Commander _ fromthe

Coast Guard. Just one nore follow up. How would you
deal with it if you did get flooding on the ship
(i naudi bl e) flooding that you were able to contain, how
woul d you calculate that if you weren't able to get it
out of the ship?

MR. AMOO. Can you be clear on that? |
don't understand.

LCOR. I HHow woul d you know the
status of your stability if you had fl oodi ng onboard?

VMR AMOO How woul d | know?
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LCOR. I 'f soneone asks you is

the ship still stable --

MR AMOO. If you have flooding and you do
not know anmount of weight that is (inaudible) and the
| ocati on, you wouldn't know. These are cal cul ation.
You put 50 tons in (inaudible) the condition will be
different from (inaudible) aft, so | cannot, off ny
head, say |I'mflooded and ny stability is bad or good.
No, | wouldn't even guess it.

LCOR. B Do you have any tools
that could help you, via the software or stability
cal cul ation booklets or anything that is offered to
you, that you could use?

MR AMOO. | have to check on that. [|'m not
(i naudi bl e).

LCOR. T Ckay, thank you.

MR, AMOO. (inaudible) but it should be.
" mshowi ng that stability (inaudible) if, say, a
conpartnent above Hold No. 1 is all flooded, and you
plug it in this, your condition, that one, for that,
|"'msure it happens, but (inaudible).

MR. KUCHARSKI: To close out the stability
and securing questions, basically the -- you've never
had, really, problens with the | ashings before. There

is awnter profile that you use, where they use extra
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bars and turnbuckles and extra -- or double |ashings,
extra lashings on the vehicles and trailers. You do
not get a pre-stow plan for your |oad out in
Jacksonvill e, where you can review it before the | oad.
You actually only get a final load with all the
stability information and all the stows.

MR AMOO. | don't get it to |ook at, but I
di scuss it either on the tel ephone or personal wth him
because he's back-and-forth, back-and-forth on the
ship. He wll tell ne that (inaudible) I'mputting in
the nunbers, and this is how we are going to do. So it
i s discussed, but (inaudible) you are not sure that
they are good at it, then -- but the Matthews, he does
pretty well.

Wen he gets the nunbers -- say, for
instance, if we have started normal |oading, |ike maybe
normal Iy do every week, (inaudible) when he cones on
the ship, he says |I have so many | oads now. | put it
in (inaudible). W are going to do this or do that.

But he looks at it (inaudible) their bookings, what is
comng in. |I'mnot sure whether -- it's nore like a
l'ive | oad because sonetines there are sone containers
on the road comng. They m ght have been booked, and
sonetines they are all booked. They are not al

(i naudi bl e) | oaded anyway. |'msure he's even not sure
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that we are going to |load 200 (inaudible). That should
be 205, okay, because you get sone (inaudible). W are
not sure will we get all the bookings or not.

It's not physically we are going to get
this, and then oh, no, we can't do that. As he gets
t hem and thinks there's any changes, he will call ne or
call the captain and say we are getting extra that, so
what do you think about this (inaudible). That's what
we di scussed, but not here, this is the final because
it's never going to be final. |If you are in San Juan,
we are all enpties. W know we are going to |oad 400

cont ai ners.

48

MR, KUCHARSKI: Let nme just stop you there

for a second. It's just a sinple -- you don't get a

pre-stow plan to put in your conputer when the ship

gets in to look at the stability or |ook at any of the
stows?

MR. AMOO. Yes, only (inaudible).

MR, KUCHARSKI: Let nme just stop the record
for one quick second -- the recording. [It's 12:48.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled interview
went off the record at 12:48 p.m and went back on the
record at 12:50 p.m)

(Switched to audio 4. 10.9 Kwesi Anpo
I nterview Part 3-1250-1325.)
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MR. KUCHARSKI: |'ve restarted the recorder,
and it's now 12:50.

MR AMOO. What | was going to say is that
the email cones to captain's hub. It cones to his
conputer. \When the pre-stow cones, he calls ne on the
radio, "The pre-stowis here." Then | can go to ny --
because | get a copy, too, but he has to log in for ne
to get a copy. Wenever the pre-stow cones, captain
will call me that the pre-stowis here, and then | open
it and look at it. But that is in nostly San Juan.

MR STITH This is Kevin Stith with TOTE
Services. Can | clarify?

MR, KUCHARSKI: No. You cannot. You can
ask hima question if you want to clarify, but --

MR STITH Ckay. |I'mjust trying to think
of how to phrase it. Wen you say -- Kwesi, when you
say log in, are you tal king about logging in to the
emai |l service to send and receive enails, so you get
t hat si mul t aneous speaking) ?

MR AMOO.  Yes.

MR STITH  Ckay, very good.

MR. AMOO. Because if sonething is sent to
the office and you have not connected, | don't get it.
| f any email conmes to the ship and captain has not

|l ogged in to the server, | don't get anything. So
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normal Iy, when captain opens his email box and say that
oh, the pre-stowis here, then he'll call nme on the
radi o (inaudible) the pre-stowis here. Then I'll run

up, open it, and look at it.
MR. KUCHARSKI: This is M ke Kucharski .
That's nostly for San Juan?

MR. AMOO. Yes, nostly.

50

MR, KUCHARSKI: You don't get the pre-stow

in Jacksonville (sinultaneous speaking)?

MR. AMOO. Mstly San Juan because here,
nore or less, Don Matthews is, | wll say, ny pre-stow,
because he's putting it in, and he knows what is
comng. Then he cones to the ship to discuss with us
(i naudi ble) the captain or nme that this is what we are
getting here. This is what we are getting there. Qur

margin will be this. Wat do you think? (inaudible).

MR, KUCHARSKI: Any nore questions on this?

Let's move on now to -- we understand from ot her
sources that the ship passed -- this ship passed the El
Far o.

MR. AMOO. (I naudi bl e).

MR. KUCHARSKI: You were goi ng northbound.

This ship was the El Yunque, and the EIl Faro was going
sout hbound, right before we |lost contact with the El

Faro. Can you step us through that from about when
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t hat happened, the conversation, tinme of day/night, and
t hen what was said, the position, if you renmenber?

MR AMOO. | can't give you lat and | ong
of fhand, but we can verify it fromthe wheel house
because of ny -- we reported position (inaudible) we
record it, so any tinme. | keep the 4:00 to 8:00 watch
as chief of (inaudible). So I go on 0400 to 0800, and
t hen 1600 to 2000.

Two weeks before this incident, we net them
Qur normal route is -- | always joke that this ship has
gone back and forth, back and forth, so we can all go
and sl eep, and the ship knows where to go. W neet --
our tracks are (inaudible) from San Juan all the way
here, and then 1:30 all the way to San Juan. So we are
al ways nmaybe five mles or six mles off when we neet.

It depends on -- if (inaudible) schedul ed
time, then we can see each other. The captain called
two weeks ago, and then he wanted to speak with
captain. | called captain's office (inaudible) and |
jiggled the bell. W decided to talk. | talked with
the captain, said, "By the way, do you guys have extra
navi gational |ightbulbs?" | said, "Yes (inaudible).

He said, "Ckay, when we get to Jacksonville
(inaudible). | said, "Yes, sir." Captain cane, and

then they talked (inaudible). So the follow ng week,
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whi ch is when this thing happened, we net again, and
the chief mate called. Wen it popped up on the

screen, on ny radar, they were 24 mles away. He

cal | ed.
MR, KUCHARSKI: What tine was that, about?
MR. AMOO  Because | took the watch
normally get there 20 til, so at about 1540-1545 in

the afternoon, Wdnesday afternoon, right about that
tinme.

MR. KUCHARSKI: So you actually spoke to
t hem about Wednesday afternoon, about 15457

MR, AMOO  Yes, about 1545 -- between 1545
and 1600 because he cones to watch, and then he
(i naudi bl e) because normal ly (inaudi ble)06:08 at 1600,
everybody (inaudible) their position. So he called, so
the call m ght have been at exactly 1605 or sonething.
| saw t hem about 20 m nutes before (inaudible). He
cal l ed and asked how | was doing and all that.

He said by the way one of the reasons he
call ed was that the captain says thank you, he got the
bul bs. | gave them four, instead of two. | said,
"Where is the check? Is it in the mil?" Then he
says, "Oh, by the way, one was broken." | said, "kay,
so you want ne to take that out of the check?" He

| aughed, and then that was it. W hung up, and five
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m nutes later, he called back. He was on the ship --
he's the ship second mate, so he knows everywhere. He
knows what | have. Then he says, "Ch, | need -- we're
going to Alaska, so | need a tarp for the (inaudible)
so that | can cover (inaudible). | know you have sone
in your store, so please"” -- | knew we had sone. |
said, "No, don't worry, I'lIl go and check. |If we do,
"1l give you one.”" He said, "Ckay." | have reported
my position at 1600.
VWhere they were headed, normally it's this
way, but they were a little bit in the 200s. |
jokingly said, "Hey, where are you guys headed?"
That's what | told him(inaudible). That's what |
recall he said (inaudible) normally, they would have
come down on 130, across 130, because we were on 310 or
312 by that tine. So we should have passed parallel,
but they were heading on the -- maybe (i naudible) I
can't specifically tell you their course.
MR MLLAR So they sonehow take
(si mul taneous speaki ng) ?
MR. AMOO. Yes, they were going nore south.
MR MLLAR Mke MIllar, ABS. From your
perspective, what you saw was it | ooked like, if |
remenber correctly, you said about four mles apart

(si mul t aneous speaki ng) ?
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t hey came on the screen, that was 24. | picked themup
24 mles on the screen.

MR, MLLAR 24 mles (simultaneous
speaki ng) ?

MR. AMOO. Yes, 24 mles on the screen

MR MLLAR So you picked themup at
24-m | e range on the radar (simnultaneous speaking).

MR AMOO Yes, on the radar.

their headi ng was not 130, but nore |ike (sinultaneous
speaki ng) .

MR. AMOO. They are going --

MR- MLLAR  Turned to the south.

MR, AMOO. After the tarp conversation,
said, "Hey, where are you guys headed?" Then
(i naudi bl e) said (inaudible) sonething |ike that.

PARTI Cl PANT: Weather? |1'msorry

(si mul t aneous speaki ng).

-- when we sail from San Juan, captain has discussed
with us -- when we started (inaudi ble) captain was
monitoring -- we were nonitoring the storm It was
five mles, comng west, so we sailed Monday. |

bel i eve Tuesday, captain determ ned that we have nore
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MR, AMOO. No, they were about -- from when

MR. M LLAR  Then you observed the fact that

MR AMOO Yes, the storm Because we had
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time comng north than going south. W don't come out
(1 naudi bl e) speed com ng out fromthe south (inaudible)
80 RPMs or 86 RPM or sonething like that. Then in the
norni ng, we | ook at the weather. W talk about it a
l[ittle bit, and then in the evening, we determ ned that
-- or captain did -- that if we continue on with that
speed, the stormw |l run over us. So he determ ned

t hat (inaudible)1l:19 increased the speed to

(1 naudi bl e) speed, which was (inaudible). That would
have been al nost 1900 that day, which was Tuesday
night, yes. So we started (inaudible) speed to

(1 naudi bl e) based on the speed of the storm and al

t hat .

W were going to be clear way ahead of
but the stormwas about 200 m |l es (inaudible) but the
way it's com ng and (i naudi ble) our speed, we're going
to cross path, so we sped up. W got effect of it a
little bit. There was wind. There was rain early
Wednesday norning. Wen we nmet them (inaudible) it was
getting better all the tinme. | saw them and said,
"Hey, where are you guys heading?" | said yes, that's
the reason why -- because (inaudible) anytinme they see
us, they say (inaudible) whatever it is, they're
curious. That's why we sped up because we wanted to

run away from (i naudible).
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MR. KUCHARSKI: This is Mke Kucharski. You
told themthat you sped up to --

MR. AMOO. Yes. They asked why (inaudible)
| said that's the reason we sped up. W are doing
(inaudible). It was |later on, after we cleared, and
before we (inaudible) so that we can nake our tine.

That was (i naudi bl e).

MR B Vith the Coast
Guard. Did | hear you say that he replied that they
had sped up for the sane reason?

MR AMOO. No. If you are going south, you
are always at (inaudible) speed.

MR T O isit?

MR. AMOO.  Yes (inaudible) they had
(i naudi bl e) speed, but we don't conme up over
(1 naudi bl e) speed because we have nore tine to get
here. W have to get here Thursday. But goi ng south,
you start off (inaudible) unless you sail on tine, if
they are 2000, we actually sail on tine, then maybe cut
two or three RPMs of f the nunber of sea speed
(i naudi bl e) we slow down, so that we can get here
Thursday afternoon. |In fact, we sped up -- we didn't
need to get here Thursday norning, but we sped up, and
then after the region was cl ear on Wednesday ni ght, we

cane back to our slow speed to get here.
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MR. STITH Kevin Stith with TOTE Servi ces.
Kwesi, after you spoke with the El Faro on the VHF, did
anybody el se speak with themon the VHF? Do you
remenber anything about any conversations that were
had?

MR AMOO. No, | think I was the (inaudible)
but I'm not sure (inaudible) spoke with them because
the captain didn't speak (inaudible) that day, their
captain didn't speak. Steve spoke (inaudible) can't
recall (inaudible). | know the second mate didn't
speak (inaudible). | can't renenber (inaudible)l. |
know | spoke with them (inaudible).

MR, STITH Do you renenber who relieved you
for dinner relief that night?

MR. AMOO. Dinner (inaudible).

2

STITH  The third nmate, Cougar?

MR. AMOO. (I naudi bl e) naybe he spoke to
themafter I was --

MR STITH That's all.

MR AMOO. Because this was after 1800, so
if he had spoken with them it should be earlier than
ne, yes.

MR STITH  Ckay.

MR. AMOO. Yes, | spoke with them at 1600,

so it was at wheel change, which was after 1800.
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Cougar m ght have cone | ater.

MR STITH  Ckay, very good.

MR AMOO. If he spoke with them 1'm not
sure, because (inaudible).

MR MLLAR Mke MIllar, ABS. Wen you
wer e com ng northbound and you passed the storm what
sort of effects -- how did the ship behave in the
conditions that you experienced?

MR AMOO. We had a little bit of roll. W
had (inaudible) and we had rain, a bit of rain, patches
of rain (inaudible) but we have a little bit of swells.
Because it was (inaudible) quite a bit. W were out of
it, but it was 8:00 when | went. | did ny watch and
went up a little bit, and then started cal m ng down.

That was (inaudible). Wwen we net them the conditions
wer e al nost normal .

MR MLLAR |'mtal king about when you cane
close to the storm | guess, that was form ng. Wat
were the -- you said you were rolling. Do you recal
what the range of rolling was? Were you rolling
five-ten degrees? Was there nore than that? How much
were you rolling?

MR AMOO. | don't think it was nore than
maybe between five or a little bit nore, but not any

excessive (inaudible).
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MR. M LLAR You had about force eight

wi nds?

MR AMOO.  Yes.

MR MLLAR Of and on?

MR. AMOO. Yes, because it depends on
(i naudi bl e).

MR. M LLAR Under those conditions, do you
get water on the two deck?

MR. AMOO. Yes, sonetines, a little bit.

MR. MLLAR Does it formaround the
(si mul t aneous speaki ng) ?

MR. AMOO. Not that type of water. Because
sonetines if a wave slans the ship, then you get a
spray. That we get, but not -- there have been a tine
that (inaudible) cone on the opening on second deck,
and then ran off the other side. Because both sides --
this was at the bunker station to the ranp opening on
the starboard side sonetines. It depends on the wave.
Sonetinmes the wave cones, and then sone (inaudible).

MR. M LLAR  Does water accumnul ate on deck
natural |l y?

MR. AMOO. No. Anything that conmes on, runs
of f immediately. But water doesn't sit there even an
inch onit. |If water cones in, it runs off on the

ot her side or (inaudible) where it goes back in, then
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it goes back out on it.

MR MLLAR D d you ever have any
experience with the escape hatches not being cl osed or
dogged going to sea or being left open?

MR. AMOO. No, because | check them
Normally, it's the officer who finishes the hold who

close them On this ship, | normally (inaudible) the
pilot. I'mthe last guy to | eave the deck. So when |
go down, | normally cone down fromthe bowto the

second deck, and then depending on which side the pil ot
is going, (inaudible) are on the starboard side. W
have nore than one on the port side (inaudible) so
w Il check that, and then cone on the way on this side,
see that everything is secured. Then there's a door,
al so, going to the |ower holds. | know that because
the stevedores, especially when it's hot there and the
fans are blowng, they like to open it for air to bl ow
| always check it when | come down to see the pilot
off, and if it's not dogged, | dog it. Then | check
the ones on the (inaudible) side, and then |let go the
pilot. There's one (inaudible) by the ranp. As soon
as | let go the ranp, that's where | pass to nake sure
that is secure. | do check them

MR. KUCHARSKI: This is M ke Kucharski .

there a policy, either conpany or shipboard, as far as

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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wat erti ght doors, opening and closing them at sea?

MR. AMOO. Opening and cl osi ng thenf?

doors are cl osed when you go to sea?

MR AMOO Yes.

doors and the doors that -- the scuttles or the other
wat erti ght doors going in on No. 2 deck, all those --

are they all closed going to sea?

MR. AMOO. Yes, because | log it, and
my initials onit. | make sure all watertight doors
are secured, and then | log it to sign. It"'s our
policy to do that. | make sure it's all secured

because I'mgoing to log it and say watertight doors

are secure.

it's 0800 in the norning, you go the next norning,
after you | eave port, you go out to sea -- you' re out
at sea. Do you open any of those watertight doors or

scuttles or anything?

MR. AMOO. Not the doors. | use the
scuttle, and we have man working sign on there. | hung
it there so that nobody will lock nme in. Wen we sail,

"1l open one, go down, check the cargo that everything

IS secure, cone out, secure it, go to the next one.
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MR, KUCHARSKI: Opening. All the watertight

MR. KUCHARSKI : Does that include the cargo

put

MR. KUCHARSKI : When you go to sea, you said
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That's how I check nmy cargo down bel ow.

MR. KUCHARSKI: Let ne rephrase this. Mke
Kuchar ski, again. \Wen you log all the watertight
doors are closed, you' re not considering a scuttle as a
wat erti ght door?

MR AMOO It's part of it. | normally
wite it out watertight doors/hatches, yes.

(si mul t aneous speaking.)

MR. KUCHARSKI: Sorry, go ahead.

MR AMOO. It's all considered part of it.

MR. KUCHARSKI: All considered. Now when
you go into that scuttle that you say is all considered
a watertight door the next day, do you notify anybody
when you go inside those scuttles and when they're

secur ed agai n?

MR AMOO. | do not notify (inaudible) that
"' mgoing down, the third nmate. He will be on watch.
But | do not specifically tell themthat -- they know
"Il go down to check cargo. | amresponsible for

that, so when | go and | come out, it's all secured
behi nd ne.
MR. KUCHARSKI: So you don't actually call
sonebody on the bridge and say |' m opening the scuttle
to No. 3 hold and going in, and then when you cone out,

you don't call themand tell themit's secured?
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MR AMOO.  No.

MR. KUCHARSKI: Do you know if there's any
conpany policy for that to notify the bridge that
you're opening up a watertight closure, and then when
you close it again?

MR AMOO. | think there's a policy for
openi ng doors and not openi ng doors (inaudible).
can't specifically (inaudible).

MR, KUCHARSKI: Ckay, thank you.

MR. AMOO. (I naudible).

MR, KUCHARSKI: Any further questions? No?
We'|ll stop the interview. It's now 13:16. Thank you
very much for your tinme and your patients with all the
qguestions. Snooth sailing, thank you.

MR. MLLAR Hang on, M ke.

MR. KUCHARSKI: Forget it, we're back on.
We're not shutting down.

MR. MLLAR | think you had raised in the
begi nning we were going to tal k about sone of the
training. W tal ked about his background and training,
but sone of the -- maybe the managenent (i naudi bl e)
tal king about drills and how -- were we going to ask
about that?

MR. KUCHARSKI: | wasn't planning on it, no.

| didn't nention anything about drills or training.
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MR MLLAR No problem

MR. KUCHARSKI: W can re-interview Captain
Stith, or we have the --

MR. MLLAR | thought you nentioned
sonet hi ng about the culture of safety onboard. That's
what | was trying to get at, the culture of safety.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Go ahead and -- what's your
overall -- that's a good point.

MR MLLAR Mke MIllar, ABS. [If you could
explain, in your own words, what's the culture of
safety by the conpany, on board the ship, the crew, how
is that made (inaudible) in support of the culture of
saf ety onboard?

MR AMOO. It's No. 1. The nmain thing on
the ship is safety. Even we have proposed putting on
-- when you step out -- because we find that people are
getting dust in their eye and all that, so this is --

we came up with (inaudible). Safety is No. 1. Even |

give job to the bosun, | warn themthis is what | want
done. If we have to conplete a form (inaudible) six
feet high, we have to fill a formbefore we do it, or

we di scuss what we are going to do. So safety, we have
our (inaudible) |ower boats (inaudible) watch novies,
training materials. Safety is very, very, very high on

(si mul t aneous speaki ng).
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MR. MLLAR |In other words, does the
conpany really pronote that, or does the captain
pronote that? How are those things (simnmultaneous
speaki ng) ?

MR AMOO It's fromtop down, fromthe
conpany all the way to the last guy on the ship. It's
al ways di scussed, and then we neet, safety neetings
once a nonth. In between (inaudible) sonething that is
inportant, the captain will ask nme to ask everybody to

-- we call everybody in (inaudible).

ship and the overall business of the ship, do you find
that -- you get spare parts. You nmake orders for your
supplies. They're delivered. |Is that --

MR. AMOO  What ever we need, everything
comes on tinme. |If something needs to be sped up,
captain will send a nessage that this will be needed as
soon as we arrive and they do their best to bring it
(i naudi bl e) we have not had any problemw th supplies

or anything. Anything (inaudible) we get.

Commander | Coast Guard. Just to follow up
on the safety managenent stuff, with the safety
managenment system are you aware of who your designated

person ashore is?
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LCOR. I (! naudi bl e) Lieutenant
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MR AMOO. Yes. |It's posted everywhere.

Dol ores is our safety coordinator.

LCOR. I 'Have there been any
nonconformties on your ship that you' re aware of, and
if so, how were they addressed?

MR. AMOO. Nonconformty on what?

LCOR. I Safety (sinultaneous
speaki ng) .

MR. AMOO. No, not that |I'm aware of.
know there is CO or not CO (inaudible) and the Coast
GQuard recommended that the (inaudible) on the port side
i feboat has to be changed. That was done. | think
(i naudi bl e) and then wanted a second life raft, so that
was installed. When anything is observed and asked to
be changed, it is done i nmedi ately.

LCOR. I '~ those cases where
Coast Guard or ABS finds sonething that you have to
correct, have you seen that the conpany takes
addi tional action beyond the imedi ate correction to
| ook at why it was not discovered by your rounds on the
ship or other things, by your typical --

MR. AMOO. That is (inaudible) goes on.
guess the ABS guy went (inaudible) he felt that it
needs to be changed. It was not sonething that if -- |

go around and when | see sonething that is rusted or

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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something -- for instance, we are working on the bow
now. |If | see something wong, | will call the chief
engi neer that this railing is getting bad, or we need
to change this railing.

We even do that before the ABS or
(inaudible). But we are hunan. W cannot observe
everything that is bad, but if |I seeit, I will let the
chi ef engi neer or captain know that |'ve told chief to
check this railing, and then they will cut it off and
weld a new one or whatever it is. But if it's
sonet hi ng that ABS cones around and sees sonet hi ng
different that | didn't see or captain or chief
engi neer didn't see, we address it imediately. It's
al ways done.

MR, KUCHARSKI : Last coupl e of questions.
Are you aware of any propul sion problenms on this ship,
any steering problens that you know of, any (inaudible)
boi | er, any crack problens, anything |ike that?

MR. AMOO This is (inaudible) ship

MR, KUCHARSKI : How about the other ship
now? How about the other ship?

MR, AMOO No, unfortunately, | have not
ever been on that ship before. You have wal ked the
ship. You' ve seen it. You try to keep it -- you want

to keep it as tight as possible.
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MR, KUCHARSKI: So the answer is the ship
never | ost propul sion, never |ost steering?

MR. AMOO. No, not since (sinultaneous
speaki ng) .

MR. KUCHARSKI: Never |ost the boilers or

anyt hing since you' ve been on it?

MR, AMOO. No. They always work on
everything (inaudible). [If I'moff and sonething
happens, | wouldn't know. But when |'mhere -- | told

t hem t hat when the new ships cone and they want to
throw this away, | will take it to Africa, so | nake
sure that this is in ship shape, so that we keep it.
So we do our best to maintain the safety, clean it,
address any problemthat's in our power. Then if we
need help fromthe conpany, too, we do send nessage.
If I need sonething imediately (inaudible) and I tel
captain that they followed up and call the office that

we need (inaudible) then we get it.

much. It's 1325. We'Il| stop the interview

concluded at 1:25 p.m)

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

68

MR, KUCHARSKI: Ckay. Well, thank you very

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled interview was
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19907:21,21
1990-915:18
19915:14 7:23
19996:10 7:24

80

261:8
2-1135-1248 25:14
2:0010:8,23
2033:12 52:7,17
20039:16 48:1
55:15
2000 29:5,6 51:8
56:19
20016:10,13,14,17
6:19 7:7,9 8:1
2002 6:20
200s 53:11
20106:12 7:8,8,11
7:12,16 8:1,2
20151:5,9 8:2
20548:2
2200-2300 29:9
2452:354:2,3,4,6
24-mile 54:8
2715:25

3

325:13 62:24
3-1250-1325 48:25
309:18

30.0658 44:17
31053:15
31253:16
3215:25

32.616:1

3D 11:6

4

448:24
4:0051:6
40-ton 37:7
400 33:11 48:11
4D 115

5

545:11

5031:8,8 41:19
46:6

50033:11

6

6:0010:22,23

2

7
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Washington DC
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8
8:0010:117:14
51:6 58:13
8055:3
86 55:3

91:9
995:25
9th 2:13
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MATTER: g1 Faro Incident
Accident No. DCA16MMOO01
Interview of Kwesi Amoo
Jacksonville, Florida

DATE: 10-09-15

I hereby certify that the attached transcription of
page 1 to 82 inclusive are to the best of my
professional ability a true, accurate, and complete
record of the above referenced proceedings as
contained on the provided audio recording; further
that I am neither counsel for, nor related to, nor
employed by any of the parties to this action in
which this proceeding has taken place; and further
that I am not financially nor otherwise interested

in the outcome of the action.
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Page
Number

11

11

11
11
11

11
11

11
12

12

12
12

12

12

12

13

13

14
14
15
16
16

NTSB RESPONSE TO TABLE OF CORRECTIONS TO TRANSCRIPT

FOR KWESI AMOO INTERVIEW TAKEN ON OCTOBER 9, 2015

Line

Number

10
12
17
19

20
25

14

15

17 -18

19

24 -25

22

25

Current Wording

Inaudible

Floor

Get off
Red
Inaudible, recorded

Is
Inaudible

Inaudible
Inaudible

Inaudible

Inaudible

Load

They roll off inaudible

Inaudible

Inaudible (2x)

Three

Inaudible

Inaudible
Inaudible
Inaudible
And a button, the base
Inaudible

Suggested Corrected
Wording

And water tight door,
and the scuttle are left
for

Hold

Complete the hold
Ramp
Last to be loaded

Isin

Behind the house
Aft bays are loaded
Secured

Out of the hold, the
scuttle is secured

Needs adjusting then we
do that.

Lash

The Roloc inboard
loads are secured with
two chains at the back
and locked on a button
in front

To the midships, locked
on the two chains front
and button, two chains
back.

We have wrench in our
pockets to tighten one or
two loose chains

Two chains on the back.
The roloc is secured to
the button, two chains in
the front and tow chains
in the back.

Roloc

Both back and front
Forward

At the base

To secure them

NTSB Response

Do not agree. Sounds like “the
scuttles” on the tape.

Do not agree. Sounds like “four”
on the tape

Do not agree

AGREE.

Do not agree. Sounds like “lo 10”
on the tape

AGREE

Do not agree

Do not agree.

Do not agree. Sounds like
“lashed” on the tape

AGREE with changing to
“scuttle.”

Do not agree. Believe it should be
“lashing arrangement”

Do not agree. Transcription is
correct

Do not agree.
“Roloc button.”

Should be

Do notagree. Should be “button”

Donotagree. Should be “thenwe have a
wrench; so if wehave one or twothat is
not secure”

AGREE

Do not agree

Agree

Do not Agree

Do not Agree

Do not agree; transcript correct
Do notagree



16
16

17
17
17

17

17

18

18

19
19
25
28
29
29
30
31
31
31

31
32
32
32
33

33

36
37

38

11
21

15

20

22-24

24

21
17
19

18
19

12

25
9-10
12
14

16

16
17

24

nd)
Inaudible (2
On the Days

Inaudible (2"
In the main

Inaudible

Inaudible (2"

Inaudible (multiple)

Inaudible (multiple)

Inaudible

Heard

Inaudible
Inaudible
He has

Inaudible
Inaudible
Inaudible
merchants
Inaudible
Inaudible

Someone
Inaudible 1157
Ten containers
Inaudible
Inaudible

Inaudible

One
Inaudible

Inaudible

Bay
In the bay

Containers are secure at
both ends of each bay.
Midships

Each deck to check
everything.

I check each bay when
completed

| take my bucket to the
dock and take the
specific gravity of the
dock water.

The cranes has indicator
lights on to indicate if
the container is locked in
place or not

twist locks, one may not
unlock during discharge.
Know

Lashed

Deck crew

Itis

Take departure.

Stability program.

With this drag

time

in Jacksonville

Or change it

Sometimes

At the end of cargo
Pen drive

Print

A few loads

Feet drag

Once
Ballast

Ballast

Do not agree.
bays

Should be “all the

Do Not Agree

Do not agree
Do not agree

. Correct as is.
. Should be “with

my wrench in my pocket.”

Do not agree

Do not agree

Do not agree

Do not agree

Do not agree
Do not agree
Do not agree
Do not agree
Donot agree
Agree
Should be “so
Do not agree
Do not agree

Do not agree
do”

. Should be “Abs”

much drag”

. Should be “then we

Correct as transcribed

Do not agree
Do not agree
Do not agree
Do not agree

. Should be “fuel”
. Should be “reefers,

loaded reefers”

Do not agree
much drag”
No. Transcr

. Should be “is too

ipt is correct

No. should be “forepeak or 1A

centerline

Do not agree



39 1 Inaudible

39 17 Inaudible to
39 18 Inaudible
44 11 From there
44 13 Stability
44 15 Inaudible
44 16 Inaudible
44 17 30.0658
45 3 Inaudible
46 15 Inaudible
46 18 Showing
51 14 1:30

52 15 Inaudible
53 4 Inaudible
53 8 Reported
54 17

54 24 Five miles
55 2 Inaudible
55 11-12 Inaudible
56 6 Inaudible
56 12 Inaudible
57 16 Cougar
58 1 Cougar
58 13 8:00

60 7 Inaudible
60 11 Inaudible
60 12 More than
60 20 Inaudible
60 21 Inaudible
60 22 Ramp

64 18 Inaudible
64 20 Inaudible
66 2 Dolores
66 10 Inaudible
66 11 Inaudible
66 22 Inaudible
67 19 Inaudible

3 - NTSB comment to Amoo Errata, reformated

Inaudible said inaudible

Take ballast
It will

Find the mean
Salinity (SG)
Mean

The SF mean will show
if we are over or under.

30”-06 5/8”
Past experience
Sure

Know

130 degrees
Plot

Bridge wing
Recorded

He said storm
Five knots.
At full sea

At full sea speed.

Reduced speed.
Full sea speed
Kruger

Kruger

Force 8

See off

Escape hatches

Only

Port side
Door

Pilot

Safety glasses

For work that is
John Lawrence

Recommended

Eye of the lifeboat

Not what

Not on this

Donot agree

Do not agree. Sounds like “and
you plug it in.”

Not comment here.

No. Transcript is correct

Do not agree

Do not agree

Do not agree

Should be ““30-06 and 5/8ths”

Do not agree

Do not agree

Do not agree

Should be “130”

Agree

Agree

Do not agree. Should be “plotted”
Do not agree

Do not agree. Transcript correct
Agree

Agree

Do not agree

Agree

Agree

Agree

Agree

Do not agree. Should be “let go”

Do not agree. Should be “the
scuttles”

Agree

Do not agree. Transcript correct
Do not agree. Transcript correct
Do not agree. Transcript correct
Do not agree. Should be “should
have glasses on.”

Do not agree. Should be “like
going aloft.”

Agree

Do not agree

Do not agree. Should be “the
padeye.”

Do not agree

Do not agree





